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School students taking part in the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahostav programme in Guwahati, on Tuesday. – UB Photos
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GUWAHATI, Dec 21:

The State forest depart-

ment today organised an

event featuring shramdaan,

wetland mitra registration,

birding and interactive talks

as part of Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav, at Deepor Beel,

the only Ramsar Site of the

State.

To elicit response from

volunteers for conservation

of wetlands, the Union Min-

istry of Environment, Forest

and Climate Change has ini-

tiated the concept of Wetland

Mitra.

The programme started

with administration of the

pledge of the wetland mi-

tras in Assamese and

shramdaan  at the Tower

Camp, Deepor Beel Wild-

life Sanctuary under Guwa-

hati Wildlife Division in the

presence of chief guest Par-

imal Suklabaidya, Minister

of Environment & Forest;

Dr Alka Bhargav, PCCF &

Head of Forest Protection

from nearby high schools,

NGOs Rongmon and Help

Earth and wetland mitras ac-

tively participated in the in-

teractive education and

awareness programme to

celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav.

Force, Assam; Dr Amit Sa-

hai, PCCF, Wildlife, Assam;

Dr Uma Dutta, Dean I/c Life

Sciences, Cotton Universi-

ty and other senior forest

officials.

The main attraction for the

students was the birding ac-

tivity organised with assist-

ance from NGO Help Earth

to familiarise them with the

resident avifauna and migra-

tory birds.

Interactive talks on two

iconic species – elephant and

greater adjutant stork (des-

ignated as wetland ambassa-

dors for Deepor Beel) were

given by Dr Kushal Konwar

Sarma and ‘Hargila Baideu’

Dr Purnima Devi Barman

respectively.

UG, PG students from

Cotton University, students

Prog at Deepor Beel to mark
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
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GUWAHATI, Dec 21 : As-

sam Governor Prof Jagdish

Mukhi said that the north-east-

ern region of the country has

the potential to become a fu-

ture hub of organic products,

renewable energy, internation-

al tourism and the country’s

gateway to ASEAN countries.

Speaking on the brain-

storming session of a conclave

on Atmanirbhar North East

through science and technol-

ogy interventions at Cotton

University today, Mukhi said

that the government at the

Centre has been very com-

mitted to the rapid infrastruc-

tural and economic develop-

ment of the region in the last

seven years. He also said that

considering the region’s stra-

tegic location, the Central

government under the lead-

ership of the Prime Minister

took several initiatives to de-

velop international routes

with the 10 ASEAN countries.

The Governor said that the

reopening of the trade routes

with the ASEAN countries

which were closed for the

region since independence

will reopen the gates of eco-

nomic development of the

entire region.

He said that the objective

of transforming the Indian

economy into a five trillion-

dollar economy will not be

possible without unfolding the

commercial and economic

potential of the North East.

The NDA government,

therefore, as a complete de-

viation from the earlier stand

of the Central government

took keen interest for the

development of the north-

eastern region.

In his speech, he also said

that the North East was one

of the richest regions of the

country. However, after inde-

pendence, the region lost its

sheen. During the British pe-

riod, the economy of the re-

gion was dependent on the

use of resources such as tea,

forest produce, crude oil etc.

Post-independence, the entire

region became land-locked

due to partition of the county

leading to closure of all the

international trade routes and

sea links. Moreover, after in-

dependence, there was no

credible effort either for the

speedy economic develop-

ment of the region. As a re-

sult, economic deprivation

engulfed the region. This eco-

nomic deprivation led to the

generation of a feeling of al-

ienation which ultimately led

to several other problems,

Prof Mukhi added.

However, he emphasised

that a concerted and planned

effort for the rapid and sys-

tematic development of the

North East started in 2001

with the creation of a sepa-

rate ministry that is Ministry

for Development of North

Eastern Region (DoNER).

Moreover, the Act East Poli-

cy thoroughly overhauled the

focus of development of the

North East to ensure action-

oriented projects and out-

come-based policies. This

new approach created and

developed a new narrative of

development for the entire

North East to utilise its po-

tential of becoming an organ-

ic hub, international tourism

and India’s gateway to

ASEAN countries, the Gov-

ernor observed.

The conclave organised by

North East Centre for Tech-

nology Application and Reach

(NECTAR) in collaboration

with Vijnana Bharati, Unnat

Bharat Abhiyan and Cotton

University  was attended

among others by the Direc-

tor General of NECTAR Prof

Arun Sharma, Director, CSIR

National Institute of Scientif-

ic Communications and Poli-

cy Research Dr Ranjana Agar-

wal, Vice-Chancellor, Cotton

University Prof Bhabesh Ch

Goswami, national organising

secretary of Vijnana Bharati

Jayant Sahasrabudhe, nation-

al coordinator of Unnat Bharat

Abhiyan Prof Virendra K Vi-

jay and MD, NRL SK Barua.

NE can become organic hub: Prof Mukhi

ANN SERVICE

AZARA, Dec 21: The

LGBI Airport is being

decked out to welcome air

passengers during Christ-

mas.

Passengers can enjoy the

thematic decorations and

celebrations at the airport

till the early part of January.

The terminal has been

decorated with Santa Claus

and a bright Christmas tree

laden with colourful gifts.

Coal-laden
truck seized,
driver held
CORRESPONDENT

JORABAT, Dec 21:

Acting on a tip-off, Jorabat

Police seized a coal-laden

truck from National

Highway 37 here on

Monday night.

According to the police,

the truck bearing registra-

tion number AS 01EC

7642 was transporting the

coal consignment from

Meghalaya to Barpeta

without any valid docu-

ments .

The police also appre-

hended the driver of truck

Ibrahim Ali (37) and

registered a case at

Basistha Police Station.

Two golden reindeer and

colourful festoons have

added to the aesthetics of

the ambience.

On Christmas day some

local child artistes will

perform carol. They will be

given company by live Santa.

Meanwhile, the airport

authority is taking adequate

steps to ensure that all

activities are conducted in

conformity with stringent

Covid-19 norms and

protocol.

LGBI Airport all
set to celebrate
Christmas

Award for
Dr Bhupendra
Prasad Sarma

GUWAHATI, Dec 21: Re-

nowned burn surgeon Dr

Bhupendra Prasad Sarma has

been conferred with Social

Service Award by the Associ-

ation of Surgeons of India

(ASI). This was announced by

Dr Sanjoy Kumar Jain, Sec-

retary of ASI in the inaugural

session of the virtual annual

conference of ASI recently, a

press release stated.

It may be mentioned that

Dr Sarma, a general surgeon

by profession, has been pro-

viding yeoman’s services for

the development of burn care

in the all the north-eastern

States, the release added.

GMC drive
against roadside

vendors
CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, Dec 21: The

Guwahati Municipal Corpo-

ration (GMC) on Tuesday

carried out an eviction drive

against unauthorised road-

side vendors in different parts

of the city.

Altogether, 400 such ven-

dors were evicted and a total

fine of Rs 10,000 was realised.

The municipal body also in-

spected 56 mutton, poultry and

fish shops to check whether

they are following GMC guide-

lines or not. The drive was

carried out by the Veterinary

branch and Enforcement

branch of GMC with the help

of a team of Assam Police.

A GMC official said that

they evicted poultry, mutton,

fish, pork shops and vegeta-

ble vendors at BK Kakati

Road in Ulubari, Sarabbhati,

Birubari, Fatasil Ambari, Lal-

ganesh and Lakhra.

During the drive, a meat

shop was sealed and 100 kg of

poultry, 600 kg of vegetables

and 250 kg of fish were seized.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 21: A recent de-

cision taken by the Prasar Bharati, re-

garding merging of Guwahati A and

Guwahati B channel of All India Radio,

Guwahati, with effect from Decem-

ber 31, has drawn criticism from dif-

ferent sections.

Especially, the casual announcers of

the radio station fear that the decision

would impact their monthly income,

as merging of both channels would

result in a decrease in the number of

programmes.

In this connection, they wrote to

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma

today urging him to take necessary

action. In the memorandum submit-

ted to the Chief Minister’s office, they

also demanded to resume airing of

Assamese content through Vividh

Bharati which was earlier discontin-

ued amid the pandemic.

Notably, a significant number of

youths of the State are working as

casual announcers in the AIR Guwa-

Decision to merge AIR Guwahati’s
two channels draws criticism

Quiz contest for
girls on Dec 26

GUWAHATI, Dec 21: The third

edition of Kshiroda Choudhury Me-

morial Quiz Competition for female

students from Class XI to Master

Degree level will be held on De-

cember 26 at Sudmersen Hall, Cot-

ton University from 11 am, said a

press release.

This edition of the competition is

being held under the aegis of Naari

Saraswat Mancha and AASU unit of

Cotton University. The participants

may join solo or in a team of two each.

Six teams would be picked for the

final round through a preliminary

round. The top three winning teams

will be awarded cash prizes of five

thousand, three thousand and two

thousand rupees respectively. The

other three teams in the final round

will also be awarded cash prizes. All

six teams selected for the final round

will be awarded certificates.

Interested participants can regis-

ter online by filling up the Google form

in the link https://forms.gls/

gbrdi6CZSByDpUBb8 by December

24. For any query one may contact

9954864211 or 9864069882, the

press release added.

hati and they receive remuneration

per programme.

A section of casual announcers said

that they came to know that from Jan-

uary 1, 2022 onwards, the AIR Guwa-

hati will stop airing in medium wave

411.5 meter, as a consequence of the

decision taken by the higher authority

regarding merger of both the AIR

Guwahati A and Guwahati B.

On the other hand, a senior official

of the AIR Guwahati said that some

misconceptions have prevailed among

the casual announcers and public.

“At present AIR Guwahati A is avail-

able through FM, DTH, android app

and medium wave. On the other hand,

AIR Guwahati B is available in medi-

um wave and digital radio machines.

Now the authority has decided to dis-

continue the functioning of 110 KW

transmitter of AIR Guwahati A locat-

ed at Jalukbari. The transmitter was

set up in 1947 and at present any re-

pairing of the same is not possible. With

the elimination of the transmitter, the

AIR Guwahati A will not be available

in medium wave from January 1. But

it does not mean that the channel will

close down or anyone will lose their

livelihood,” the senior official told The

Assam Tribune.

He also added that a significant

number of listeners, especially the sen-

ior citizens, still listen to the AIR Gu-

wahati A through medium wave. With

implementation of the decision, this

section of listeners will be deprived of

enjoying the programmes of the radio

channel, unless they opt for other plat-

forms where the same is available.

GUWAHATI, Dec 21: Fol-
lowing the ‘Art Chronicles -
Phase I’– that featured limited
edition signed serigraphs of
MF Husain from the personal
collection of art collector and
curator Rajeev Menon, the
team is now presenting
another popular series of
Husain in Phase II at the ‘Lo-
cal e Tea’ located at  City Cen-
tre Mall, Guwahati from De-
cember 9.

The inaugural exhibition
which was held on November
26, was attended by the GMC
Commissioner Devasish Shar-
ma and renowned graphic art-
ist Dilip Tamuly among other
prominent personalities.

While phase I had Husain’s
globally acclaimed series ‘Ash-
ta Vinayak’, ‘Paris Suite’, and a
range of assorted prints, the
phase II has on display ‘Gaja

Exhibition of MF
Husain’s paintings

Gamini’ as the highlight along
with ‘Paris Suite’ and other
works of Husain. Rajeev
Menon said, “The exhibition,
is an opportunity for art
lovers to absorb the intrica-
cies of every stroke; hue and
pattern and vibrancy of Hu-
sain’s narrative paintings us-
ing his iconic modified cubic

style.” – City Correspondent

A Santa Claus set up at the entrance of the LGBI airport
to welcome visitors. – Photo: Azara Correspondent


